
ADARE PARISH. 

SITUATION. Tbis Parish is situated. in the Baronies of 
Coshma, Connel lo Up_pe.r and Kev1ry, and is b0unded or, the *** 

NAME. Adara is called 1~ Irish Ath Dara, that ie the 
Ford of the Oak, Vadum Q,uerous. 

Tbo Chun:h callecl Ad:J.rt1 olJ. Cl'rnrch stauds in rui.:ns at the 
distance of about vr:e hundred and fifty yard:, to the ncrtbeast 

193 

of Desmond old Castle. '11he wails i'ema1n perf,ct; it l1a:::i three 194 
apartments ard four gables. Tne whole length of the bui Ldi11g 
is one trnndrei feet. The east part ts sixteen feet br,ad; the 
next or rnidnle part is twenty one feet. b11 0r:1d; tbe third or west 
one is twenty throe feet broad. All the windows are modern 
excepting protably the one on the east gable, which is round 
at top, is five and a half feet by six inches and bui1t with 
ohisAlled brown sand stone. The ::dde walls 01.r0 H.bout t\urteen 
feet 111gb and three 8.n,1 a half l'eet thlc:k. Material.s c=u·1: lime 195 
stones of lHrge and small size, irregularly laid w1tb lime and 
sand mortar. 

At Urn distanct: of twEn1ty thi·ee yardo to the north of 
this b;d ldi:ng stand the wal.ts of another Church, in perf',sct 
condition, wliich rne~Lsure thirty six feet by twenty fe8t 0~1 
the outside. The window on tbi3 1'.!,'J.St gable an::ftsure,; nin1 feet 
by one and a half feHt; is constructed with cbisell1;3d Jime 
stone::c; and pointecl at top. There were two wtndows oc1 tbE:l 

side V\,alls, one ,_,n each, at U1e distance of five feet fnim 
the east gable, wLi.ch are now dAfaced. O:n the sout,h side 196 
wall, at tne distance of six feet from the west gable, j9 

a pointed doorway built with chiselled llme-tone 1 which ls 
eight feet in height by fjve feet two ln~hes tn broadtt ~n 
the inside; ~nd even feet two inches 1n height by three 
feet eleven incheB in breadth on the outside. The ard1 ts 
formed of two stones. 
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The walls of this bu.ildlng are about fifteen feGt high 
and four feet thick. Regular sized. stones and cement of 
lime and sand mortar are the materials of the edifice. 

There vvas an Abbey here formerly called "Black Friar's 197 
Abbey". The only remains of it are tbe nave and part of the 
choir of the Church, which after the Dissolution have bRen 
fitted into a Roman Catholic Chapel, now the Parish Chapel 
of Adare, and a tower which is in the centre of the building, 
about forty feet high. 

About half a furlong to the north of this Abbey, and a 
short distance to the south cf the Bridge of Adare, stood 
t1Whi te Fr ia1·, s Abbey" the remains of which, r.ame ly the nave 198 
and part of the conventual Church have been aft,er the Disso-
lution fitted up for a Protestant Church, now the parochial 
one. A square tower stands on the middle of this building. 

This establishment was it appears very exteasive; the 
walls of matiY unroofed edifices are to be seen around the 
place. About half a furlong to the east of the latter Abbey 
and at the east side of the river, within the Demesne of 119 
Adare Castle, stand the ru:ins of "The Poor or Grey Friar's 
Abbey" which consist of the nave, choir and south transept 
of the Church in tolerable preservation with a square tower 
rising to the height of sixty feet. And the cloisters, 
offioes, refectory and several other bulldings still remain. 

There is a large yew tree standing in the middle of this 
cloister which measures eigh-4; feet in girth and is in full 
bloom. Here follows the several references to the place ISO 
found in the documents in our hands:-

Athadara (Adare). 

A.D. 1466. A FranciRcan Monastery was founded at Atha
dara* in Munster, in the Diocese of Limerick, on the banks 
of the River Maigh, by Thomas, Earl of Kildare and (his wife) 
Judith, the daughter of James, Earl of Desmond who erected a 
tomb for themselves in it. 

* Athdara, now Adaire, a small town on the River Uaige 
in the Barony of Kenry nine miles west of the City of Limerick. 

A.D. 1502. Donogh O'Brien died. He was son of Brian, 
who was son of Conor, who was son of Mahon, who was son of 
Mortogh, who was son of Torlogh, who was son of Teige 1 who &01 
was son of Connor na Suidaine, who was son of Donogh Cair-
breaoh etc. This Donogh was the fountain of the prosperity 
and affluence of Munster; he was Lord of the district 
extending from Adair to Limerick and from Baile Nua to the 
Monastery of Nenagh and was Lord of Aharlagh and Kill-Beithne. 



LUIE\IOK. 66 

A.D. 1579. The Lord Chief Justice of Ireland, Sir 
William Drury, was at this lime in Cork and with him also 
were the Earl of Kildare and Sj_r Nicn.olas Maulty. Thes:) 
(noblemen) Ret out towards the County of Limerick and pitched 
their camp ln the uei.ghbourhoud. of Kilrnallock. Hi t,ber the 
Earl of D,~smond came to me,S\t them and ':rnd.eavoured. to i res s 201 
it upon their minds that he himself bad nnt participated in 
the proceedings of James TI1h.c-f,faurico at!6. had. not be•::n .i r,-
strumental in drawing him into the country cir in the crimes 
committed by his relatives; and hG delivered up to the Ghief 
Justice hi.s only son and. heir as ,~, hostage to ensure hi.• 
fidel j ty to th(~ Crown of Ent~land. A pron1is,3 was 1,herP-U.iJOl1 
made to the E:=i.rl th1:1t his territory sboult1 not b,1 plundr::cea 
in future, 1:::u1; al1;houg11 thi'~ p1·omise w::::.s made it was never 
adhered to, for hh, people •;irere ::-31,d.n, 111.Ei cattle dest.r·Jyed 
and his corn and edifices burned. 

The C11ief Justic!e afti'':var,1s ,":e i; u 1xt fr.om the Carnf1 ,,::: 211 
Kilm1-.Lloek '!.ttend.ed by tbt·ee or fuut capt:lins and fou irnndcad 
Engl i.0b and lrisb :;;;olcU.er£, t.o ;,,e:H·cll the woochi of 0o1l.i.-Mor 
and tr-y i/i(hethar- they ~:ouLi UscoV(H' any of their enemi.c; in 
them. They fe 11 in w.i. Li "t.he young :,ons of tf:e E:u·l of -,!smond 
vi z . , Job n n n ,1 Jame .s O g u ti. t Go , t - :o a - Ti ob r c1. t , F i e 1 d o f l , ie 

Spri11g, :ind ,1cn·e a f111·i.ou~ eng,1.gel!ient took place tu whi. :h tha 
people o{ tlie Lonl (.;J·ief Justi.ue vvere dnfen.tecl and ti11· ) of 
their c:c1pt•?J.ns slain, viz., Ci.ptain Herbert, Captain fa;.3tace 
and. Capt.a in Spri s, together wit 11 threci ln1udred of their men. 104 
Many made their escap9 to the camp by flight, The C~ieC Just-
ice t:H"n remo-ved iiif' cr=imp to Bel-AU:10.-n;1 nDeise, whie:h .Lu situ-
a,toJ 1n th,: very .:e:1.ire of CU.u-M·: 1 i1-Mi.c-Ughaine, anc1 i ere he 
co~t1actea a dise2se ~hich sub8equently brought on bi:1 death. 
Captain M,:rn11 y w:-,s 11:d't to ,1,9,Jnt~1.1n (,:arc,y o:n) Urn w::1.1· ·:i.gainst 
the G~;r1➔ Jdi, es r,.nu the Lord Ju::1tjce was conveyed :in t,. -.,hariot 
to Wa.terforo, wi1ere he died. A r,obleman, one of tbe Q,peen's 
pec,ple, bir Wi.lJ:Lo::, Pulf":rn b_y n:,\1J e. who t'J,\i co,t1:i fro.: Fne;land 
tl1at very v1eck wa, fsoUe1t2,, Ly t;·,o Court of' DublLn lo -:;1,.eceed 
him in tlrn of'fice and to p:-ot.cct Ul.:c,tcr·, Meath and. Fin 1c1.l 
ag,:i..irn!t tl,e ru .. vages of Hy-Ni,~! L •11 rl t!ie Irish of Lea·t:1 '.)huinn 
( as U ·1 e Ch 1 e J' Ju s i C\ , 1 e, t l .v cl :J c i:. ~u; e d had. done ) w h 1 l c C 1:9 ta in 
Malby f,hol:::id reduce t.lrn Momnnians to rmbjection. IOI 

In tbP ,,arne v,ceek the E·.1.rl or Ormond 1·eturned. to lrr:Jlana., 
having been thre::: yean, in Eng Land. W:i 1.h regard to 0°1 J. t"l,in 
M:=111lby, !rn, :::: ftc:r th:) de:c: .. th 01 t:,e L)rd Cl1:i ef Justice, p,·oceeded 
to LJme1·i 1;k -\: ot:taL-:c a ne•;,- st,pply or e.rti.llery and -: , procure 
provi.s.~. or~;::. f'('lr htF, ~31·11,A ier,:, 4 Fr··~~1n1 tL1 1Jnee he rna1. .. cl~1e:J • ~.l.B-
Gebhten~ (AHk3aton). 01 t~e h3ITT8 day the y~ung sons t~a 
Earl of Desm.:,1id can1<=:: to 1ouk f . .n• arms or· sped.is i l1 t11,; .:~unty 
of Limerick nnd they ard the C~ptain met each other ft~c to 
fa.:;e althc,ng,1 t,1ey bad uougl,L to avoid i.nsteacl of to 111'0 dt him. 
A bat"!.:,le w:d3 br::.vcdy fought ooV;rnon 1.JuLIL 1n.rtif:s in w11: ·h the 
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Iribh army were so resolutely pressed by the Captain's forces 106 
that they were finally dAfeated with the loss of Thomas, the 
s~n of John Oge, who w~s son of John, who was son of Thomae, 
who was son of the Earl, and. Owen the son of Edmond Oge, who 
was son of Edmond, who was son c,f Torlogh Mc Sheehy and a 
great number of' the constables of the Glan Sheehy as weJl as 
a great many of the forces of the sons of the Earl. 

Considerable spoils, consisting of weapons an1 military 
aoc,)utrements, were left on th is occasion to the Captain' a 
¥eople. This battle was fought at Aonach-Beag. The Captain 
after this remained almost a ?.hole week at Askeaton, the 207 
Geraldines threatening every day to give him battle although 
they did not. The Captain destroyed the Monastery of that 
town and ttten proceeded to Adaire where he remained subjugat-
ing the people of that neighbourhood until the New ~ustice, 
Sir William Pelham, the Earl of Kildare, and the Earl of Or-
mond came and joined him. They all encamped together in Hy
Conillo. The Earl of Desmond did not proceed to meet them on 
this ocnasion because his territory had been ravaged and his 
people destroyed contrary to tbeir p1·omise to him that these 
shou1d not be molested. The Er;glisn seeing that the Earl 208 
had joined bis relatives, consult~d together and resolved to 
station thelr warders in his towns, vi2.., in Lough-Gur, Rath-
Uor, c~stle-Morrisso11, Adaire and Kilmallock and depart them-
selves for their respective homes. In consequence 01 this 
tho whole country from Luchair Deaghaidh to t:be Sujre and 
from Kinfebrat to the Channon was rendered miserable. 

A.D. 1581. Upo11 one o-:-:ca.sion (it happened) a fierce ann 
merciless body of the soldier-s of Adaire, having been divided 
into two parties went forth one by land and the other by water 
to traverse Kenry ( and the lands lying) al orig the s td.G of the 109 
Maig (Coshms Barony) and to engage with the rebels or force 
booty from them. 

These two parties met together at a short distance from 
Bail~-Ui-Chathlain where they were encountered by David Oge 
(the son of David of the Lake, who was S<'n of Thomas. who was 
soo of John, who was ~on 0f Thomas, who was son of Philip, who 
was son of the Knight) and hie forces who made a fierce attack 
upon them, '-·trld l!aviug surrounded them, fell upon thAm so vio
lently that they soon left them but a heap of blood stained 
tr-utiks and mutils.ted and mangled carcasses. Very few of them 
escaped, tl1e grec:1,ter number being slaug:,tered on that; spot by 210 
D~vjd and his people. 

As soon as this was heard at Adaire the Captain of tbat 
town a:::,sembJ ed tl:,e soldi.ers of Ki lmallock and set out at the 
head of a cruel and vigorous bcdy of men to traverse Kenry 
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with a view to see whether he could find ma~1 or men upon whom 
to wreak his vengeauce for t½e killjng of llis soldiers. He 
arrived at B~ile-Ui-Chatblai~ one of the Towns of Purcell who 
had alws,ys aso isterl the Cro·.ivr" from the very commencement of 
the Ws r between the English :1.nd the Gerald ines to tha~ time. 
Th~ Captain slew one hundrecl 8.nd fifty w,irntn:i and children 211 
and all fiort of persons he found i::nslde and. outside the town. 

A.D. 1583. .John Carrach the sr)n of William, who wab son 
of 1'heoba1<l Burke, heir· nf the Suir (i.e., of the district 
lying along the Suire) who had hitherto bPen impltcated in 
the Insurrect.ion gave himself up '.>n "protection". After 
the <1e:::1th uf the Earl of Desmond he wErnt in 1.0 the Terrltory 
of the GerRldines in search of booty and made no delay, not 
u:nU 1 he arrlv,,ti at Ada i. re where he seized upor: al 1 the cattle. 
The wacders of the town rose up in pursuit of him. John with 
his smaJl body of horsemen turned round upon tbem but a mus- 212 
quet was d1reetly levelled ~this helm8t and the ball 0ntered 
hi.s h, 0 ad, so that he was thrown from his horse. His peop:e 
carried off the pl1An<le1· but ] eft .John behind who was a.ft.erwa.rda 
carried to Limerick where he was h~nged by the Commissioners 
of that town. 

A.D. 1599. 
*** *** *** 

When the Earl of Essex had taken Cahir he, accompanied 
by the Ea.rl of Ormcnd and tbe otber chiefs, proceeded with 
their army to Limerick and pi-t,ched hts camp outside the town. 
Here he wRs vistt~d by Sir ~oniers Clifford, Governor of Conn- Ill 
a.ught; by thi: Earl of Clanrickai"d (Ulick the son of Richard 
Saxonach) and by the Earl of Thomond (Donogh the son of Conor 
O'Brien). Whc·n thci::ie nob1~s bad advised with one anotLer for 
some time nnd had er>me to fiXt"-d reso1ut ions, the Governor and 
th~: Earl of Clanrickarct rt~t11rned back to Connaught and the 
]lq,rl uf Essex, the Earl of Ormond and the Ear1 of Thomond 
proceeded into Munster to see whether· they could invade (sub-
due) the Geraldi11es. On the first night after hs.ving left 
Limerick, i1, the mon1 h nf June, they encamped upon tbe banks 
of the River of Adatre and as they advanced on the next day, 214 
Saturday, tl1rough R.1blla1r, the soldiers and youths of the 
Ear"l of Desm:md 1;,ir,d the Geraldine troops met them face to 
face. The re-::ept1on which tlwy (;;he G,~raldines) gave to the 
representr .. tiVP of th,Jir Scvereign 011 b.ls first visit to them 
was 0 very fierce and disagreeable one, for they disch~1,rged. 
into the eye~ of hlm and his army the fire and black smoke ot 
powder, A.nd shower·s of bal Is from titraightly pointed. ( ~1.imed) 
guns and he ht,ard the fi1" r·ce and outrageous shouts of soldiP-rS 
and champions eager ror battle, rrntead of the mild laiiguage 
of courtesy, obedi enc a and frnbmi ssion wi tb whL'h he sb,iuld 
have been addressed. The result of tt1is atteck was that great 216 
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numbers cf the E·:;,,-~L of' Essex'E, rne\ri 1r1ere sla1n and tbat t1e 
was not suffered to pass much further 0n that day. 

In Smit11's ColLec:tions for Linlf!rick (1\ERS. R.I.A.) •:i.ro 216 
the following references to thiB plRce:-

".t:telig:lo:,H Houses in Limerick" (From Sir James Ware). 

"Fryery of' Athdai'e ur Ada ire, ,rn Abb•,,y founded for 
Friars of the Order 0f the Blessed Trinity for the r~demption 
of captives, in the r-eign of EdW'·1rd I. 11 

Adajre is menti.orn~d in nine places 1n Smith's Misc:ell
aaeous Limerick Papers. 

(Gough 1 s Camden):- 217 
Adaire. 

Adaire, for Trinitfu-ians, in the reign of Edwar-'l I, by 
John. Earl o-f Kildare, in 8 small ancient town eight miles 
from Limerick :i II tfJ'; E9.rony cf Cushrrn::i, on the River· M8 .. ge now 
consj sting •)f a few wretciwa_ cabins; some largA Hnd ver,v 
perfect ruiJ:B remai, 1 (Ar·chd. 414-415; Farrar 431). .JohD, 
Barl uf Kildeu·e, :rnr: of Eat l Tnornas, who died 1~·515 fo1.rnded 
here a house of Austin Friars; great part of which also 
remain in g:,od pres1.-•rvatir,11 (Archd. 414-416). Thome,s, Earl 
of Kilda,·e, ·f'ouv1clecl r1ere al!::>') 1465 a house of Grey Friars, 
of which the steeple remains (Ar~hd. 416-417), 218 

ThlH place gives title to Sir Richard Quin, Bart .• who 
was cce;ated Baron Adoure o:f Adaire, July 30 1800. 

(Arohdall's Mon. Hib. R.I.A) Vol. 2, p.414:-

A small town situated HJ the Barony o:f Ken.nery ',tnd on 
the Rive 1· Mage, which now consists of a few wretched cabins 
though it was formerly a placa of note. 

Trinitarian Friary. 

A house was founded here on the south side of the town 

119 

for Friars of thE, Order of' the Hol.v Tcinity, for the redemp- 120 
t1on of Chr:istian captiveB, in the reign of King Edward I 
(W8.r. Mon.) by John, Earl of Kildace (Lodge's Kildare). One 
wr·iter alone gtves tl1is foundaU.on to the family of Cla.ngibbon 
(Allamande) . 

A.D. 1319. Peter was Prior, for in the same year we find 
that Friar .John Seys and Fri 1tr Gilbert de Clare, together wt th 
Master· .John Croynt' were accused. of taking by force arid violence 
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goods i:u1d cbfltte1D of the F;ai(1 Prior Petc:r, to the amc, mL and 
value of one hundred 2hillir1gs; they g~ve bail for their app-
earanc(~ to answrq- t0 1"!1e said ctiB.rgA (King p.256). 221 

A.D. 1326, Tl1is year, on the 12th .July, a licen[,e was 
granted. to Petor, ther: head of this Orcler in Irelancl, that he 
and his C,,nvent might ac:q_uir,:i f1•om William Nortbetl in pure and 
perpetual alm~:, three 8,cres nf land in Ad.airfl 1 whicb he beld 
in capi te from ~r obn, the son of' Jobr:, Earl of Kildare (Id) . 
Inquisition ie_k,m on the n:,:-rTow of St. Ma.rtir1 XX Q. Elizabeth 
finds thaT 4th October ar,a. o:"' her reign shs demised t,) Sir 
Wa.rha.m St. L""ger tl: is hou::::e, also the Abbey of Nene.nghe ·:ind 
the Nunnery of Saint Catl:let i.ne both 1 n U1e County of Limerick 
with all tl1eir pu:"sessjons at the annual rent of' £22. 17s. 8d. 222 
Irish rr,01v,y. Inqui s i. ti on 8th March XX Q,. EU. zabetl1 finds that 
the Rectcry of Adajre e,pprc;pciated. to the Pri.or of ti1iB Friary 
was of the anrn,a.1 value of 20s. and the presentation of the 
Vicarage belonged to the Earl of Kildare (Chief Rem. MS.). 

Ir:q_ujsition on tbe morrow of St. Martin. Inq_uisition 
taken e>r, the morrow c.f the Holy Tdnity XXVI Q,. Elizabeth 
finds tbat 16th March 25 of her reign ::irrn demised to James 
Goulde, Gent, tr1e Monastery of Neriagh and the Nunnery uf St. 
Catherine, o tberwi se the Nunnery of' Kai laghe e,11 as Negi laghe 123 
1n this County with all their possessions for the term of 40 
years at the a.nnual rent of £22. l?s. 8d. 

Nov, 4th XXXVII Q,. Elizabeth 1 this Friary with all the 
houses on the site of the same and certain gard€ns containing 
about forty acres in the burgage of Adaire, and twenty acres, 
one small park and one carve of la~d in the fields of Adaire, 
together with the posse3sions of the Grey Friars, the Preach-
ing Friars and the Au~ustin Friars of the same; the Abbey of 124 
Uonasteranenagh and the Nunnery of St. Catherine, alias Monas
ter-Ni-Calliagh were gt·8.nted to Sir Henry Wallop, Knjght, for 
ever, by fealty only, in free eommoa soccage and not in capite, 
nor by Knights service, at the a.nnual rent of £26. 17s. 8d., 
Irish money~ he majntaining two able horsemen on the premises, 
provided also that no part whatsoever of the same should be 
alienated to the Irish or forfeited (Auditor General). 

Some large and very perfect ruins of this Friary still 22e 
remain. The steeple resembles~ Castle and is supported by a 
plain arch with four diagonal oglves meeting ln the centre and 
stairs leading to the battleme~ts. The nave and choir are 
small and plain, without anything remark~ble; in the rere are 
several other ruins; the entrance into the Friary was by a low 
gate on the west side, which is still standing. 

Augustinian Friary. 

Was founded on the south side of the river by John, Earl 
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of Kildare, son to Earl Thomas, who died in the year 1315; he 
gave to this Fr:iary the Village of Modollegby and certr:dn 211 
lands and tenements in the Town of Adaire (Survey of the! Manor 
of Adaire m8.de 1559. W8.r MSS, Vol. 34) consisting of a place, 
two bnrgagf:S and a half (Kiiig p.422). T11e King, Edwari II, 
confirmed ther:Je gc1:u:itf; 13th Decelllber A.D. 1317 (Lodge's Kil-
dare p.4O). At the supp•er:;sion of MonaEteries, this Friary, 
then cal led the Black Abbey, w i.s seized by a burgage containing 
a fourth part of a. ploughlarnl in and near tf1e Town of Ada.ire 
and half a pJ.oughla11d tn Modullyh:v, a Pialmon-J.tap un the River 
Ml!ge nnd t.rtr,1 tithes of the ;".ame ( King p .4;:21). This :t'ri. ary 21, 
with its posr:e~~:::dons, coni~atnj:ng by estinFtt:io11, two acres of 
land, sixteen cot tn.ges 13.ncl ~, even ga 1·den~,, in the site t.r,ereof 
with the ii.ppurt:nRnees, tenement~~, et e, b,~J.ong:lng to the ~rnme 
containi.ng thi.rty five 8.ci·i:.~s of hind, eightHen of ,_1rable and 
three of prtsture in Adaire; Fl, parcel of land in the Pad c_ :1 

called Mod\d.Jy alih.:o Modal1ahie containing haj_f R carvi➔ f,n,:i 
the tithes of' Urn s11me with the tit:e~5 of tho aforesa:i,l -, .. wenty 228 
one acres, t}\e app1.,.1rteran:.'.es ther·eof av:cl tbe 1'ieDirg v1 Ler on 
the Rivet· Mage, were grar,ted 10 Sir HE~nry W,,JloP., Knight See 
the Trinitarian Friary. 

A gi-·e8, 1: pg.rt of this Frtary Etill remic1.inr1 in gooo preser
vation; the r1teeple, si1Lih1r tu that oi' the Trinitarians, is 
suppot·ted. 011 an archj the choii· is large, wttt1 st,9..lls, E•':e., 
and. tlHci nave answerablf1 th(c:roto, with a lP.ter·a.l aislr: ,,n the 
the scuth side; to the north of the steeple rc,r1-:; f::ome beautiful 229 
cloisters with Gothic windows, within which on three sides of 
the squ~re, Rre corrodor·ies and on most of tbese windows are 
escutch~ons wi~h the English end saltue crosses, generally 
ranged alterns,tely j the vrnrkmanship i:3 simply elegant, tl·e 
princip,,l pHrtr:: be.i:ng of' he·,vn Lme which appears so frer'itl i,,s 

to give i'4, on tbe 1;;rhole, a n1cdern yet venerable nppea,r·:,i,:ce. 110 
Adjoir,ir 1g 1 r1::,~ cloisters :<.re f;everal apar·tni,0,ntB wbi.e:h see1:1 to 
be much mor1 anci.ent than ·tJH, ,,ther pRl'ts of the building. 

This descr·iptir .. n cf U1GB8 Friarie:1 was ta.ken jn the m•.'.)nth 
of May 1781. 

Gre:y Friary. 

W>tS fou:no,::.cl in the e2. 1~ part of t.l7e town in th~ yea,· J.464 
by Thomas, EqrL of Kil0are, snd Judith, his wife, daug½lEr of 
James, Earl of Desm0,d; the Church cf this Friary, buil at 
the so} e expens<, of the E9.rl ar,d 8,~,1Jx,tess, was consecrrtr:d 231 
29th Scptec~ber 1464 (Ann. 4 Ma;:t.) when the :,-:oble f'ound,:iY't, 
presente:'l it wj th t1,v) silver c,·~111 ,-,e::; and a bell which c:,st 
£10. The I:s.r1 also made n. grant of the ground whereon t·:1:::, 
Friary wa,,: ere,::!te .. i, v.rith c:•. gardeu, an orchard and B. ce;•,:.1.~n 
large e:rnlo1:rnre, togeth,:r with eight mes~nu1.g,'iS, sev 0 n a,~ros 
of f3n18.l1 1Ji.-"J.Bvre nnd ec,nve,\1icrit pa '1Jreagr;i. Tbom~::,t,, t:,0 liJ,;rl, 232 
died the 25th ~.b,re1, 1478. Anl 'nL Countess livf::d t>) th· year 
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1486, when she was interred in th~ choir (Survey ut Supra & 
War MSS. Vol.34, p.162). Raymond de Burgh, wbo died on the 
29th of July in the year 1562, chose this Friary for the 
place of his sepulture (War ut Supra). 

At the general suppression, the Prior of this house was 
found seized of the same, with a pigeon house, sevAnty acres 233 
of land wttbin the precincts, r:1.lso of the tithes thereof and 
two ploughl~Dds adjoining the Friary, one called Upland or 
Bernard and the other the Castle and half pluughland of Rob
ertstown; the village and half ploughland of Kilkerely alias 
K:ilco"yle, alias Kilbride; the :field of Gormore near Ad:1.ire 
and sixteen acres adjohiing;. the meadow or marsh of Corkin-
minister lyin~ on th~ south side of the Friary; the mill and 234 
water-course of' C&stle Roberts; a mill and water-course in 
Adaire; two salmon weirs on the River Mage and an eel-weir 
in the Parish of Adaire; the meadow of Nonynshaghragherees 
situated on the south of the Friary and a garden plot near 
to the same; the Rectory and Vicarage of the Town and Partsh 
of Adaire together with all the tithes issuing from the foll- 23& 
owing towns, viz., Adaire; Finittstown; Lissemarry; Chore; 
Toagh; Kilnookane; LisskcallR; Graige; Derryvenane; Knockane; 
Ballylongford; Currawe; Kilrcgan; Comyns; Boalbally; Castle 
Robert; Reynroe; Clogbrandj Killivaraghe; Rower; Fam1ignstown; 
Liscollybehy; Gowlane; Ballymacclery; Glanenoe; half of Bally-
geill and from all the lands in the Parish of Adaire (King 
p.318). This Friary with its possessions containing sixteen 236 
a.ores of land, a Church, etc., three parks, A. water mill and 
W13.ter course, with a fishing weir on the River Mage, was 
granted to Sir Henry Wallop, Knight, 4th November XXXVII Q,. 
Elizabeth together with twenty acres, one small park and one 
carve of land in the fields of Adaire, two messuages, twelve 
acres and half a carve of land in Castle Roberts and a ruin-
ous castle; three messuages, two cottages, twenty four acres IS7 
of arable and six of pasture, a water mill and a water course 
and half a carve of land in Kilcoile, alias Kilcrill, with 
the tithes of the Rectories of Adare, Ballifuiter, Charo, 
Cloghran, Twoth, Curragh, Killnage, Roar, Killcrill, Bally-
robert, Ballyfanynge and half of Balligoell, all in this 
country and within the Parish of Adaire (alterages excepted) 
and a fishing weir on the River Mage, parallel of the poss-
essions of the Monastery of the Preaching or Dominican Friars 231 
of Adaire. Thus it is llientioned in the records but no traces 
of this Friary can now be found, save a lofty square steeple. 
See the Trinitarian Friary in this town. 

Also Fitzgerald ln his History of Limerick describes the 239 
Abbeys at Adaire, but his words are a mere repetition of Aroh
dalJ•s descriptions of them give~ above. 
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Castles. 

There was a Castle in Finnitterstown, scme remains of 
wh1ob are still visible. The east and south walls are still 
standing and six feet of the height of th~ west ona. The di
mensions oould not be taken. It had four stories, the two 
lower of which were arched und•~rneath. Finni tterstown is 240 
oalled in IriAh by some persons Baile an Fhirt~ara and by 
others Baile Fhltteara. This, it is highly probable, is Baile 
an Eletearaigh mentioned in the Annals of the Four Masters at 
the year 1599. (It may be stated for certain). 

Baile an Eletearaigh Annals 4 Masters. 

A.D. 159g. When the Earl of Essex: had taken Cahir, he, 
accompanied by tbe Earl of Ormond and the other Uhiefs, pro
eeeded with their army to Limerick 3nd pitched his c~mp out
$1de the town. He i·e he was visited by Sir Conyers Clifford, 
Governor of CotJnaught, by tt1e E!irl of ClanriokB.rd (Ulick, the 
son of Richard Saxanach) and by the Earl rJf Thomond (Dor•ogh, 
the son of Conor O'Brien). When "these nobles tad a.dvisec1 witb 
one another for some time and had com8 to fixed resolutions, 
the Governor and the Earl of Clanrick9.rd. r,:turned back to Con
naught Hnd thP Earl rif EoHAX, tne Es.r1 of Ormond and the Earl 
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of Thomond proceeded into Munster to see whether they could 242 
invade (subdue) the Geraldines. On the first night after hav-
ing left Limerick in the month of June they encamped upon the 
banks of the River· Adai re and as they adve.nced. on the next day 
Saturday, through Robhair, the scldiers and youths of the Earl 
of Desmond and the Geralt'line troops met them face to face. The 
reception which they (the Geraldines) gave to the representa-
tive of tbeir sovereign on his first visit to them was a very 
fierce and disBgret?A.ble one for tney discharged into the eyes 
of him and bis army the fire and black smoke of powder and 143 
showers of balls fro~ stra.igr1t1y i:dmed ( pointed) guns and he 
heard tne fierce and cq;itrageous shouts of s;..1ldiers and champi-
ons eager for battle lnst,~ac1 uf the mild language of courtesy, 
obedience and submission w~tb (1n) which he should haTe teen 
addressed. ThE'l result of this attack was that great numbers 
of the Earl of Es~;ex' s meu were slain and that he was not 
suffered to pass much further on that day. He pitched his 
oamp a short dist4nce to the east of Askeyton and on the next 
day, Sunday, be and tne Earl~; of Ormond B.nd Thomond resolved 
to send a party (body) of CP,valry to lay (place) up a.mrnuni tion 244 
in Askeaton and not 10 poss themselves any farther westwards 
into Munster on that, o•,'. cas i cJn. On the next day, Monday .1 they 
returned eastwards and upon arriving olose to Ba.ile-an-Elet
eara.igh, they 1·eceivea fierce cJnd resolute fighting and a 
furious and dangerous battle from the Geraldines, in which 
the Earl lost many of his people and among the rest ~n illus
trious Knight of great r,onour and renown, by name Henry Norris. 
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The Earl of Essex then proceeded to Kilmallock, etc. Ree Lim
erick at this year, p.480, for the conclusion of this artiale. 

The ruins of Desmond's Castle lie between "White Friars" 246 
and "Grey Friars Abbeys". It is :1ow impossible to measure 
its length or breadth. !ts wall~ and apartments are nearly 
as extensive as the largest of the Abbeys. It is on the east 
eide of the river. The east wall retains still a height o! 
fifty feet and is seven feet in thickness. 

Rowermore and Rowerbeg are names of two townlands in 
this Parish. Rower is pronounced Robhar in Irish ~nd is the 
same with Robhair m~ntioned in the Annals of the Four Masters 
at the year 1599. See extract just now inserted above. 

Adaire Parish was traversed by A. Curry and his notes 
and other references arranged by T. O'Conor. 


